8 High Street

Entrance to Mount Pleasant

At the north end of four shops, built
about 1800, a wide cobbled passage
leading to offices and shops. Through
the arch, the wall on the right has traces
of a flight of stone steps which once
rose to a room above the archway.
Ahead is a terrace of blind-back
cottages, a rare survival; one was a
bakehouse in 1893. Back-to-back
cottages also stood in the yard (13
households sharing two privies in 1857),
cleared in 1936 and replaced by the
former Labour Exchange. The retaining
wall to Springs Canal was rebuilt in the
early 20th century; there are fine views
over Eller Beck to Water Street.

14-16 Sheep Street

Stirk’s Yard to Victoria Square,
Victoria Street, Coach Street

Robinson Lockwood, a successful
grocer, probably built this fine house and
business premises with narrow integral
ginnel in the mid-1800s. A map of 1830
shows the long ginnel leading to a
garden. It also accessed Stirk's Yard, a
lane leading to Coach Street, named
after stonemason John Stirk who lived
here in the early 1800s. By 1850 Stirk’s
Yard had been renamed Victoria Street.
Following this street you can reach
Coach Street, passing a terrace of eight
cottages built by 1890, shops and a
three-storey warehouse from the 1850s
with large corner stones and evidence
of taking-in doors on its gable end.

39-41 High Street

Old George Yard to Rope Walk

A wide integral cart-way for carts and
animals to enter the rear yard with
watering trough, barn and stabling. This
was the George Inn by 1692; in the early
to mid-1700s butchers Henry Howson
and his son William were innkeepers
here, their slaughter-house at the rear.
Renamed the ‘Old George’ by 1807 after
some rebuilding with two storeys. A
grocer’s (later a jeweller's) shop was
present at the left end from the 1830s.
The top storey with gabled roofline was
added in 1890. The inn closed in 1971,
but a reminder is the large stone with
metal ring at the edge of the High Street
setts (cobbles), probably for ropes
lowering barrels into the old inn’s
spacious cellars.

40 High Street

Hardcastle’s Yard to Canal St

In the 1800s George Hardcastle and his
family lived here. A passage and open
route-way stretching all the way to the
canal led to cottages and John Turpin’s
slaughter-house. Old housing and an
open waste pit, ‘very offensive and
much complained of’ in 1857, have now
gone. A new frontage which preserved
the old ginnel line was rebuilt in 1954, by
that time the premises of the Craven
Motor Company with garage, retail shop
and petrol pumps. A cast iron inspection
cover with the words ‘Anglo-American
Oil Company’ can still be seen in the
setts (cobbles). A colourful mural of a
vintage car has been painted in the
ginnel.

20-24 Sheep Street

Spencer’s Yard to Victoria Square,
Victoria Street, Coach Street

The style of this long warehouse with
wide cart-way and three shops dates
from about 1790, built by William
Spencer, a timber dealer, who kept part
of an older building at the rear. There
was a private school here in the early
1800s and a hundred years later
Elizabeth Gallagher made dresses at No.
20 Sheep Street: notice her sign in the
archway. The wide cart-way was access
to Spencer’s Yard and Union Lane
(Albert Street by 1850), and directly to
Coach Street. Redevelopment, begun by
1964, removed Albert Street cottages
and has given us an easy path to Coach
Street via a variety of shops and
businesses.

Museum Walk

to Jerry Croft and the Town Hall
car park

From the High Street this modern
pedestrian route-way begins by
following the line of a much earlier
ginnel. Amap of 1757 shows it passing to
the right of a house fronting the High
Street and leading to a rear yard with a
barn and a garden beyond. The house
was then known as ‘Rowell's’, referring
back to Robert Rowell, the tenant in the
mid- to late 1600s. The layout of this
property remained largely unchanged
until 1964 when the house and
neighbouring cottages were demolished
and a health centre built with rear car
park. In 2014 this in turn was replaced by
retail premises, our modern ginnel and
an open-air performance space.

L4 & 44a High Street

Bay Horse Yard to Canal St

In 1968 these shops replaced the King's
Arms, a fine Georgian 3-storey inn with
pedimented doorhead. The wide
archway, replicated in the rebuild, once
gave access to the yard of the
neighbouring Bay Horse Inn. In 1757
there was a newly-built tenement with
barn or warehouse, stable and garden in
the yard. The present terrace of
buildings stretching to Canal Street was
constructed by 1830, subsequently
much altered. On the left side of the
ginnel is the Bay Horse site, rebuilt as
the Yorkshire Penny Bank in 1898. Itis a
grand two-storey building with the word
‘BANK" inscribed above each door.

30 Sheep Street

Smith’s Yard/Roger’s Yard to Albert Terr.
Victoria Sq, Victoria St, Coach St

The home and business premises built
for Roger Smith (a currier) in the later
1700s has a narrow curving ginnel once
leading to his store houses for the
tanned hides he finished for making
leather goods. By the 1850s the
frontage was occupied by Charles
Barrett, one of the last hand-loom
weavers in the town. There was tobacco
processing in the yard; huge barrels
were opened in the street and the
tobacco leaves carried through in
bundles. In 1892 nine cottages in
Roger's Yard were described as ‘the
natural abode of dirt and squalor-..
‘almost without light, air and water’. Two
world wars meant that demolition was
delayed until 1959.

The Ginnel

from Newmarket Street to children’s
playground and Waller Hill Beck

Like Sterlings Yard (No. 4), this was an
important route-way to a water source.
The two long buildings on the right,
constructed around 1810, were a coach
house (closest to Newmarket St) and
stables belonging to the Devonshire Hotel
(now Inn). On the left, fronting the street,
was a house owned by Henry Hardaker, a
former soldier who had lost both legs at
the Battle of Camden (1780) during the
American Revolutionary War. During the
early 1800s he was a confectioner and
ran a subscription library. Further along
the ginnel is the Quaker Meeting House,
built in 1693 following the 1689 Act of
Toleration allowing freedom of worship
for nonconformists. A remarkable, little-
altered building with secluded garden.

#visitskipton f Welcometoskipton © welcome_to_skipton welcometoskipton.com

48-50 High Street
Sterlings Yard to Canal Street

Along narrow ginnel, with curving line
possibly following a medieval boundary.
In 1756 it was known as John Ranson's
ginnel and described as ‘the town’s road
for water'. Before Springs Canal was
built, it led to Eller Beck passing to the
right of a small barn, stable and garden.
By 1832 the old house on the High
Street had been replaced by a larger
property with bay windows. At that time,
Robert Johnston, a Scottish draper and
tailor, had his business here. He was
reputed to be the second person in
Skipton to install gas lighting in his
premises. Sterlings Ltd., boot makers
and dealers, occupied the shop in the
1920s and 30s.

10 32-34 Sheep Street

Cook’s Yard to Albert Terrace, Victoria
Sq, Victoria St and Coach St

Two worn steps lead into a tall, narrow
integral ginnel at the left end of an
impressive 3-storey shop built about
1800, with taking-in doors, now blocked,
above the ginnel. Christopher Cook and
William Stockdale manufactured nails in
the narrow yard during the early 1800s,
then closely built up on both sides. We
have lost the large bay windows of
Cork’s barbers and tobacconists: ‘first,
second and ladies saloons on the upper
floors; third class on the ground floor’
where ‘Glasgow mixture’ and wild
geranium cigarettes were sold in 1900.
Notice the fine shopfront and mosaic
entrance made for jeweller John William
Birdsall in about 1910.

60 High St & 2 Sheep St

Hallam’s Yard to Canal Street

The Chamberlain family, ironmongers
and timber merchants, built their
premises here in about 1800, with
access to the canal. An impressive
frontage with corner stones, its central
moulded stone archway with stone
paving is part of the main house (right)
where Thomas Wilkinson ran his
chemist’s shop by 1831; Ann Ellison’s
temperance hotel from the 1850s. The
Globe Coffee Tavern opened in 1881to
the left of the ginnel. Worsted mill owner
James Hallam had bought the property
and its long plot in 1853; the cobbled
street and terrace date from 1876. From
the covered ginnel, look up to see a
carved stone from Chamberlain days on
the terrace gable end.

61 High Street

Providence Place to Court Lane and
Newmarket Street

Part of an important pedestrian route
you can follow across the old town, from
Court Lane, across the High Street setts
(cobbles), up Sheep Street Hill and
through Victoria Square to Coach Street.
The Yorkshire Banking Company
(recently HSBC) preserved the route
when rebuilding their High Street
frontage in 1888, and walking through to
Court Lane / Newmarket Street you
follow John Buck’s rope walk of the
1820s. Painter and plumber Robert
Smith built three houses in the yard in
the 1860s, demolished in 1976 to make
way for Skipton Building Society offices,
now flats.

8 Sheep Street

Sweep’s Yard, later Canal Yard to Canal St

The ground floor was a shoemaker’s then
a butcher’s shop over a hundred years
ago; storage and residential above, with
smart sash windows. The ginnel leads to
Canal Yard, in 1850 a crowded place with
two rows of cottages and a saw pit.
These cottages were condemned by the
1950s and fire damage led to their
demolition; by that time the Sheep Street
shop was a jeweller’s. A clue to ancient
residents was found by archaeologists in
1970 when excavations revealed
Neolithic flint tools, a small stock pen
built before AD 1100, and 13th century
foundations, cess pits and pottery. Note
the attractive round-headed staircase
windows of Craven Terrace, built in the
neighbouring yard in the 1850s.

'2 Craven Court

Smith’s Yard to Court Lane and Otley
Street

A glazed pavement canopy leads into this
popular shopping arcade. The Smith
family sold textile fabrics in the
mid-1800s in the shop to the left of the
entrance. Henry Smith, his wife and
children, an assistant, an apprentice and
a servant all lived here. In 1930 the shop
became part of Ledgard & Wynn's
furniture department store. In the 1950s
they converted four old cottages,
warehouses and stables in the yard to
display goods in a ‘Georgian’ style street.
The ‘Hole in the Wall Inn’ stood on the
right side of the ginnel entrance until
1976, when arched shop windows were
inserted and the pedimented street
entrance was relocated close to Skipton's
old market bell inside the arcade.
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Welcome

Skipton

About the guide

These narrow and wide paths hold clues to
Skipton’s unique history. Come to town via the bus
and railway stations and car parks, enjoy new views
of the town and get to know some of the people who
once lived and worked here.

Fifteen ginnels and yards in Skipton's historic town
centre are pathways providing direct routes to and from
the High Street, the Canal Basin and quiet corners.

Walk through or round the town’s distinctive buildings,
many listed for their architectural and historic
importance and all researched by members of Skipton
Civic Society (contact@civicsocietyskipton.org).

Find more ginnels history at the Public Library.
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8 High Street, to Mount Pleasant

40 High Street, Hardcastle's Yard

44 & 44a High Street, Bay Horse Yard

48-50 High Street, Sterlings Yard

60 High Street and 2 Sheep Street, Hallam’s Yard

8 Sheep Street, Sweep's Yard

14-16 Sheep Street, Stirk’s Yard

20-24 Sheep Street, Spencer’s Yard

30 Sheep Street, Smith's Yard/Roger’s Yard
32-34 Sheep Street, Cook’s Yard

61 High Street, Providence Place
Craven Court, Smith’s Yard

39-41 High Street, Old George Yard
Museum Walk to Jerry Croft

The Ginnel to children’s playground

This map is not to scale but, as a guide,
the distance from the Town Hall to the
Canal Basin is about 400m




